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P R E F A C E

In recent years, the integration of Open Educational Resources (OER) 
within the academic ecosystem has gained significant momentum, es-
pecially in regions where access to traditional educational resources re-
mains a challenge. The evolving landscape of information sharing and 
intellectual property rights (IPR) presents unique opportunities and chal-
lenges for educators, students, and policymakers alike. The emergence 
of OER is not just a trend but a necessary evolution, particularly in the 
context of countries like India, where digital infrastructure, educational 
policies, and regional dynamics interact to shape the future of learning.

This edited volume, Creating Opportunities for Open Educational Re-
sources in the IRP Ecosystem, explores into the influences of OER, 
intellectual property rights (IPR), and rural development. It provides a 
comprehensive look at how educational practices are adapting to the in-
creasing availability of open resources, particularly within the Informa-
tion Rights and Protection (IRP) ecosystem. The collection of essays in 
this book is intended to inform, engage, and inspire stakeholders, includ-
ing educators, researchers, policymakers, and students, on how to control 
open educational resources in ways that are not only effective but also 
respectful of intellectual property.

The chapters presented here extent a broad range of topics, each high-
lighting a unique facet of OER and IPR. From the rural landscape of 
West Bengal to global perspectives on intellectual property in pharma-
ceuticals, the contributions reflect the growing need for awareness, ca-
pacity building, and policy formulation. The opening chapter explores 
how online education and OER are shaping rural educational practices, 
while others critically examine the role of digital platforms like YouTube 
in content creation and copyright issues. The book also examines the 
practices of top universities, and evaluates the integration of geographi-
cal indications (GI-tags) as economic drivers in rural development.

In addition, the book touches on pressing concerns regarding intellectual 
property rights, such as safeguarding traditional knowledge, balancing 
IPR compliance with fair use in academic libraries, and the importance 
of open data in interdisciplinary research. Through various case stud-
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ies, the work also scrutinizes digital repositories, e-learning platforms, 
and the role of social media in promoting library services, all within the 
broader context of intellectual property law and digital ethics.

Each chapter contributes to the larger discourse surrounding OER in In-
dia and globally, offering insights into the practical challenges of adopt-
ing open resources, promoting digital literacy, and navigating the com-
plexities of IPR in an increasingly interconnected world. The challenges 
posed by issues such as cybersquatting, copyright infringement, and the 
protection of traditional knowledge highlight the need for ethical frame-
works that ensure the fair and responsible use of digital content.

We hope that this book serves as a valuable resource for understanding 
the multifaceted role of Open Educational Resources in shaping the fu-
ture of education and intellectual property law, promoting a more inclu-
sive, sustainable, and knowledge-driven society.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the contributors for their invalu-
able insights and efforts in making this volume a rich and diverse re-
source. Their work not only illuminates the current state of OER and IPR 
but also provides actionable strategies to create permanent opportunities 
for learners and educators.

Dr. Madhusri Ghosh Upadhyay
Dr. Swapan Khan

Dr. Soumen Mondal
January 31, 2025
Kolkata
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As traditional educational models often fail to meet the needs of all le-
arners, especially in resource-constrained areas, OER offer a practical 
solution. They provide an opportunity for educational equity by allowing 
students, educators, and institutions to freely access, adapt, and share le-
arning resources. OER can play a pivotal role in reaching those who have 
been left behind by conventional education systems, particularly in rural, 
remote, and underprivileged communities. Their adaptability also enab-
les them to provide to a wide range of learning needs, from primary sc-
hool students to adult learners pursuing lifelong education. As education 
increasingly shifts to digital platforms, OER represent a key component 
of making knowledge widely and openly available.However, with this 
potential for widespread access comes a range of challenges, particularly 
in relation to intellectual property rights. The legal frameworks gover-
ning intellectual property were not originally designed with open access 
in mind, and often conflict with the ideals of openness and free sharing 
that support OER. Questions around copyright infringement, the use of 
licensed content, and the protection of creators’ rights are critical in the 
context of OER implementation. 

The IRP ecosystem offers a framework through which these issues can 
be explored and understood. Information Rights and Protection cover 
not only the legal protections afforded to creators of educational con-
tent but also the ethical considerations around the sharing and use of 
digital information. While OER offer extraordinary opportunities for 
expanding access to education, they also require significant investment 
in the infrastructure that supports their creation, sharing, and use. This 
book examines how digital platforms, such as learning management sys-
tems, digital repositories, and social media, are evolving to support OER 
and how they are governed by IPR frameworks. The role of universities, 
governments, and educational organizations in developing policies to 
encourage OER adoption while safeguarding intellectual property is also 
critically important. Furthermore, the intersection of IPR with traditional 
knowledge and the challenges of protecting indigenous intellectual pro-
perty are explored, particularly in regions where traditional knowledge 
has long been marginalized or misappropriated.

This volume draws on a wide range of perspectives to provide a nu-
anced understanding of the opportunities and challenges that OER face 
in the context of IPR. Through case studies, policy analysis, and theore-
tical discussions, it explores the ways in which various actors—educa-
tional institutions, creators, students, policymakers, and legal experts—
can work together to create an open educational ecosystem that is both 
ethically responsible and legally sound. The chapters in this book reflect 
the diversity of approaches to OER adoption and intellectual property 
management across different countries and contexts.
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Ultimately, this book is not only about the current state of OER and IPR, 
but also about the future of education in a digital, open, and intercon-
nected world. It is about understanding the potential of OER to trans-
form education, while also grappling with the challenges that arise when 
the boundaries of intellectual property are tested in the open education 
space. As OER continue to play a central role in reshaping education, it 
is vital to create frameworks that support their sustainable development 
and equitable access, while respecting the rights of those who create 
educational content.

By addressing these critical issues, this volume aims to contribute to the 
ongoing global conversation on how to create a more inclusive, accessib-
le, and ethical educational ecosystem. The goal is to ensure that OER and 
IPR can coexist in a way that benefits learners, educators, and content 
creators, and that the power of open education is fully realized.

Dr. Madhusri Ghosh Upadhyay
Dr. Swapan Khan

Dr. Soumen Mondal
January 31, 2025
Kolkata





C O N T E N T S

1 Achieving Ethical Information Sharing in University Libraries: 
Balancing IPR Compliance and Fair Use Policies
Dr. Ranjan Samanta, Shreya Thakur                                                    1

3 Analyzing the Status of Digital Repositories that Use DSpace in India: 
A Study Based on OpenDOAR
Sangeeta Saha, Nirupam Biswas, Moumita Paul                               29

4 Assessing Open Access Friendliness of Bangladesh Top 10 Public 
Universities: AData Carpentry Approach
Arindam Nath, Prof. (Dr.) Subarna Kumar Das, 
Soumita Datta                                                                                        39

5 Awareness of Copyright Infringement among the Under Graduate 
Students in the Age of social media: an Exploratory study
Dr. Suparna Naskar, Dr. Tapan Barui                                                 53

7 Cybersquatting – Pitfalls and safeguarding: A Discussion
Sheuli Sengupta                                                                                    80

6 Critical Study of the Use of Social Media to Promote Library and 
Information Services In the Government Colleges
Omprakash Rathore, Dr. Preeti Rani Mishra                                     65

8 Impact of Intellectual Property Rights on Social Media: 
Challenges and Strategies in India
Dr. Susmita Sarkar Basu                                                                     92

2 An Analysis of Interdisciplinary Nature of Open Data Literature 
through Descriptive and Machine Learning Approach
Sourav Mazumder, Dr Tapan Barui                                                     16

9 

10 

Information Seeking Behaviour among the users about 
Intellectual Property Right of Law Institutes’ Libraries affiliated 
to Calcutta University
Mallika Ray, Dr. Asitabha Das, Gargi Mukherjee                             98

Initiatives for Strengthening E-Learning in India: Role of 
Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA)
Dr. Pronobi Porel                                                                              107



14 

13 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Open Educational Resources and Copyright Issues: A Survey of Li-
brarians and Educators in Colleges of West Bengal
Dr. Soumen Mondal                                                                          161

Mapping the Landscape: A Thematic Exploration of Intellectual 
Property Rights in Library and Information Science Domain 
Debolina Biswas                                                                                146

Interoperability between Open Data and ‘Open Science’ 
Aditi Roy, Mousumi Saha,  Dr. Saptarshi Ghosh                            119

Jadavpur University in the light of National Education Policy 
2020: An evaluative study
Debashish Mukherjee, Prof. (Dr.) Udayan Bhattacharya              131

The Role of Geographical Indications (GI-Tags) in Rural
Development and Economic Growth of West Bengal: As an 
Information Sources
Avijit Halder, Dr. Arindam Sarkar, Dr. Arijit Das                           170

Safeguarding Traditional Knowledge: Integrating Traditional Herbal 
Medicinal Knowledge of Northeast India into Intellectual Property 
Rights
Prof. Moses M. Naga, Sweety Angelirie Kharumnuid, 
Dr. Paramjinang                                                                               178    

The Ultimate Guardian of Indian Traditional Knowledge IPRs :
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library
Subham Das                                                                                      186

YouTube as a Source of Content Related to Copyright : 
An Analytical Study
Anurima Ghosh                                                                                 202




